Your letterhead….and e-mail as a Word Doc or PDF to: kim.chadsey@canadian-fairs.ca

April 6th, 2008

Canadian Association of Fairs and Exhibitions

43 Eccles St.

Ottawa, Ontario

K1R 6S3

Re:  National Coalition for Best Practices for Show Animals

I would like to express my support for the activities of the National Coalition for Best Practices for Show Animals which is taking the lead on forming an organized collective voice to address misconceptions about the level of care provided to our animals in our respective arenas.  

We support the Coalition’s choice to have the Canadian Association of Fairs and Exhibitions (C.A.F.E.) provide the coordination in this matter. The best practices of our respective operations will be effectively articulated to address the immediate threat presented through bylaw amendments that have been proposed for the Municipality of Markham. 

It is our understanding that the proposed bylaw amendments are similar to the bylaw which was passed by the City of Vancouver in reaction to pressure from animal rights activists after a calving incidence at Cloverdale Rodeo in BC.  The Vancouver bylaw seriously cripples and negatively impacts our respective operations. With growing urbanization and a shrinking rural agricultural voice on municipal boards etc., bylaws such as the proposed Markham bylaw are being put into motion without appropriate input from our industry sector.

Therefore we support the Coalition’s choice to have C.A.F.E. proceed to work collaboratively with industry stakeholders to address the immediate Markham bylaw threat and to move forward on developing a National Standard for Animal Welfare for Show Animals. 

Sincerely,







